NORTH POLAB EXPLORATION     2606
 NORTH SEA
 
The farthest point reached up to 1906,
86° 33', was attained by the expedition un-
der the Duke of Abruzzi, in 1900. The com-
mander accomplishing this feat was the
Italian Cagni, of the Abruzzi party. The
Northwest Passage by ship was traversed
in 1905 by Captain Roald Amundsen in the
sloop Gjoa, a small ship of forty-seven tons,
propelled by a gasoline engine. Amundsen
entered the Arctic Ocean through Davis
Strait, went westward across Lancaster
Sound, then southward and followed the
coast to Bering- Strait.
Arctic Exploration "by Air. A new epoch in
the history of Arctic exploration was inaugu-
rated in May, 1926, when two successful trips
to the North Pole were made by ah*—one on
May 9, by Lieut. Richard E. Byrd, U. S.
Navy, who flew to the Pole and back to his
starting point at Spitsbergen in an airplane,
with Floyd Bennett as pilot. His flight of
about 1,500 miles was made in less than 16
hours. Two days later, the Amundsen-Ells-
worth-Nobile expedition left Spitsbergen in
a dirigible, the Norge, reached the Pole on
May 12, and continued on to Teller, Alaska,
thus being the first to cross the Arctic region
from one hemisphere to the other.
On April 15, 1928, Capt. Geo. H. Wilkins
and Lieut. Carl B. Eielson left Point Barrow,
Alaska, in a monoplane, equipped with run-
ners, and flew across the polar region north
of Greenland to Spitsbergen, a flight of about
2,200 miles, in less than 21 hours.
Gen. Umberto Nobile, who had made the
polar trip with Amundsen in 1926, organized
a large expedition in 1928 for further ex-
ploration. His new dirigible airship, the
Italia j carried 16 persons. After a prelim-
inary flight over Franz Joseph Land to Lenin
Land, the Italia, set out for the Pole on May
22. On May 22, Gen. Nobile sent a wireless
message stating he had passed over the Pole,
and was returning to Ms base at Kings Bay.
On May 25, the Italia was wrecked on ice
floes. Nobile and several of his companions
were deposited on the ice with wrecked appa-
ratus and supplies, while the dirigible flew
away with six men and was lost in the Arctic
wastes. Nobile and seven others were sub-
sequently rescued. R-oald Amundsen, who had
ventured in an airplane with five others to
search for the wrecked explorers, disappeared
into the North and he and his companions
perished, attempting to save his missing
friends.
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NORTE'ROP, cyrus (1834-1918), an
American educator. He was born at Ridge-
field, Conn., and was educated at Yale. In
1861 he became clerk of the Connecticut
house of representatives and two years later
of the senate. After this he was made pro-
fessor of rhetoric and English literature at
Yale and held this position until 1884, when
he was elected president of the University of
Minnesota, which position he filled for
twenty-seven years with great credit.
NORTH SEA, a large branch of the At-
lantic Ocean, lying between Great Britain
and the Orkney and Shetland islands on the
west and the European continent on the east.
Its extreme length is 680 miles; its greatest
breadth, 412 miles, and its area, about
200,000 square miles. The North Sea is
deepest on the Norwegian side, where the
depth is sometimes as great as 1,000 feet.
The average depth of the southern part is
about 100 feet; of the northern, 400 feet.
The tide is very irregular, owing to the fact
that there is a tidal movement from the north
and one from the south. Where the two
waves meet there is a tidal rise of twenty feet.
Rain, fogs and violent storms are frequent;
navigation is dangerous. Because of the
large body of fresh water constantly poured
into it by the Elbe, Weser, Ems, Rhine,
Meuse, Thames and Humber, the water of
the North Sea is slightly less salty than that
of the Atlantic.
The North Sea is one of the richest fishing
grounds in the world. Not only do all na-
tions bordering on it benefit from its fisheries,
but distant countries send their vessels into
its waters during the season, just as Euro-
peans send their fishing smacks across the
Atlantic for cod. The season begins earliest
in the north, strange as it may seem, near
the Shetland Islands, late in May, for the
warm ocean current tempers the waters;
progressively the season opens southward,
and the traffic continues until November.
Herring represent the largest catch; proba-
bly in no other equal area are as many her-
ring taken; haddock and flatfish follow in
importance.

